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Congratulations to:

Courtney Singer

(AS1J ELC)
50% off SC 2009

Kevan Kosobayashi
(AS1J)
$50 in books at the Japan
ASCD book table

Membership is still open.
More information can be
found at

www.jascd.org
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So what did the historic election @
campaigns for U.S. Presidency o ’ _ 4668
between Barack Obama and Johi
McCain have to do with Japan -
ASCD? Well, in one sense noth-

ing and in another sense, every-

thing. Japan ASCD, true to its .
non-political character and mis- )
sion, made no endorsements or
statements at all about the cam-
paigns or the election: neither dic
its parent organization donate
money or time to one campaign
or the other. So, we had no diret "
impact on the role, course, or "
outcome of the 2008 U.S. Presi-

dential Election. But both cam- ’ .- "

paigns had no choice but to ad- 1@ D) # 11 7
dress the state of education and / . 2

not just in the U.S. "Education is " " #

the civil rights issue of the 21st " 1 ' 2
Century," according to a public /> #1 1
statement made by John + * 4

McCain. Barack Obama repeat- - 1 /) %
edly pointed to charter schools 3

and other educational innovation A

as crucial to the nation's destiny

for the 21st century. Election H

year lip service? Not since the %2+%&
mind-numbing collapse of the

U.S. financial system and the & 3
international credit freeze! An

educated citizenry was already
understood to be increasingly #
vital to every developed country|
survival even before the recent
financial meltdown. Now, how-
ever, education at both the stats
and federal levels will somehow
have to prepare our children andl
young people for an increasingly
technological and competitive
world; but increasingly it will
have to be done without much
money.

An internationally based organi-
zation with a global reach, over-
whelmingly staffed and run by
volunteers and committed to
ongoing improvements, innova-
tions and enrichment of educa-
tion is what ASCD and its Japatr]
affiliate is all about!
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By Kelly Holland with other members of the Tokyo
teaching community.

Eight in the morning,  Japan ASCD would like to take
Saturday, November 22nd. this opportunity to express our
Teachers from various schools in deepest gratitude to Sandy
the Tokyo area braved the cold Leipheimer, Doug Brittain, Dina
winds of a chilly Tokyo morning  Jaramillo, and Noriko Aoyama
to attend the recent Try It on for sharing their expertise and
Monday to breathe, read, and time. We would also like to thanks
relax. The International School of The International School of the
the Sacred Heart very kindly Sacred Heart for allowing us to
opened their doors to Japan host this week’s Try It On Mon-
ASCD for teachers to partake in ¢ day. Finally, we would like to
variety of sessions presented by thank the members of the Japan
members of our teaching commu ASCD board who volunteered
nity. Some took this opportunity their Saturday to assist in orga-
to participate in a very insightful nizing the event. We at Japan
and relaxing reflexology session ASCD are looking forward to 1 @
with Noriko Aoyama. Others seeing familiar and new faces at
fine-tuned their reading assess- our next Try It On Monday.
ment skills, as well as shared Check our website at
current best practices during the www.jascd.org for further details.
Developmental Reading Assess-
ment sessions with Doug Brittain
and Dina Jaramillo. Members
also completed the qualification
requirements for CPR and AED
certification during a rigorous
and educational session con-
ducted by Sandy Leipheimer.
Participating teachers enjoyed th
chance to share ideas and learn
from each other. Doug Brittain
commented on how he enjoyed
catching up with familiar faces as

Kelly Holland is the Special
Events Coordinator of Japan
ASCD and third grade teacher at
Seisen International School.
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